Incoming Criminal Caseloads and Rates in 31 States, 2016

Total Criminal Cases

Incoming Percent per 100k
State Criminal Cases Felony Misdemeanor Other Population
States that Process Felonies in 1 Stage
Texas 2,690,078 13% 86% 1.0% 9,655
Idaho* 91,027 23% 77% 0.2% 5,408
District of Columbia* 30,659 19% 81% 0.0% 4,501
Indiana 280,813 25% 53% 21.9% 4,234
Utah 126,734 19% 76% 5.2% 4,154
lowa* 122,430 16% 84% 0.0% 3,906
Alaska 27,448 23% 77% 0.0% 3,700
Missouri* 222,995 48% 52% 0.7% 3,660
Maine* 46,957 14% 86% 0.3% 3,527
California* 1,364,529 20% 80% 0.2% 3,477
Florida 692,193 24% 76% 0.1% 3,358
Minnesota* 183,129 23% 77% 0.0% 3,318
Vermont* 16,060 21% 78% 0.8% 2,571
Kansas 47,013 46% 54% 0.8% 1,617
Average 24% 74% 2.2% 4,077
Median 22% 77% 0.3% 3,680
States that Process Felonies in 2 Stages
North Carolina 1,503,283 18% 82% 0.0% 14,815
New Jersey 753,691 32% 68% 0.1% 8,426
Nebraska 150,404 27% 72% 1.2% 7,886
Arizona 537,068 21% 79% 0.0% 7,749
Nevada 201,920 32% 68% 0.1% 6,868
Ohio 766,771 22% 78% 0.0% 6,602
New Mexico 108,603 45% 44% 11.3% 5,219
Hawai'i 73,086 7% 93% 0.0% 5,116
Maryland 298,798 20% 80% 0.8% 4,966
Alabama 235,607 58% 39% 2.5% 4,845
Pennsylvania 498,186 27% 58% 14.5% 3,897
New Hampshire 45,622 33% 67% 0.0% 3,418
Washington 239,711 22% 77% 0.2% 3,289
Rhode Island 33,693 35% 64% 0.3% 3,189
Connecticut 109,996 19% 81% 0.1% 3,076
Massachusetts 198,796 23% 77% 0.5% 2,918
Wisconsin 110,725 35% 65% 0.0% 1,916
Average 28% 70% 1.9% 5,541
Median 27% 72% 0.1% 4,966

*Single-tiered court system

This table displays the individual
states comprising the data on the
previous chart. Though there is
general consistency in the
proportion of felonies and
misdemeanors in each group,
differences in crime rates, local legal
culture, charging practices, resource
allocation, and other factors result in
some states reporting a higher or
lower percentage of felonies than is
typical for states that use a similar
approach to felony case processing.
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